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Following the success of our first series of tours of the Pointe-
du-Moulin and Silo No 5 site in the fall of 2010, it was a great 
pleasure to partner with the Canada Lands Company (CLC) 
for a second series of visits to Silo No 5 in the spring and 
summer of 2011.

These visits have raised the awareness of 2,150 visitors 
regarding the silo’s heritage and its future as well as the 
challenges and potential of this heritage site.

In light of the unprecedented waiting list and the unmatched 
popularity of this site, a series of tours is being planned for  
spring 2012.

A profitable partnership all around:

We would especially like to thank the Canada Lands 
Company (CLC) for its commitment, its generosity, 
and its desire to share the extraordinary site of the 
Silo No 5 with Montrealers. 

LA POINTE-DU-MOULIN  
AND SILO N°5:  

An Industrial Era  
cathedral rediscovered!

Silo No5 
© Héritage Montréal

Interior of the Silo No5 
© Yves Lacombe, photographer 
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Throughout 2011, Heritage Montreal continued its 
role as organizer, offering Montrealers a program 
of public activities celebrating the International Day 
for Monuments and Sites.  Heritage Montreal, with 
its local and international expertise, first organized 
the celebration of this day in 2009, using the specific 
international theme to create a panoply of activities  
for the public. 

After Heritage and Science (2009) and Heritage and 
Agriculture (2010), the global theme in 2011 was the 
Heritage of Water.  Essential to life, water is present 
in all cultures and in all societies as well as throughout 
their history.  Water is the source of countless 
traditions, inventions, and customs although we too 
often overlook its presence. 

In the greater Montreal area, a wide range of expressions 
of aquatic heritage can be found in architecture, 
landscape, archeology, history, and technology. Heritage 
Montreal brought together sixteen partners on the 
theme of water on April 16th and 17th:   
 
The Montreal Port Authority, Cité historia, Hydro-
Québec, ICOMOS Canada, Ministère de la Culture, 
Communications et Condition féminine, Pointe-à-Callière 
Montreal Museum of Archeology and History, Stewart 

Heritage Montreal operates a Documentation Centre that preserves and 
makes accessible documentation relating to the heritage, architecture, 
construction, renovation and urban development of Montreal.  Our 
visual archives illustrate the evolution of Montreal’s urban environment 
starting in the 1970s and include more than 8,500 visual records.  

Thanks to a generous grant in honour of the late Peter N. Quinlan, 
a founding director of Heritage Montreal, a project enhancing 
this extensive visual archive was undertaken over the summer of 
2011.  To date, we have completed 50% of the digitization of this 
photographic collection, most of which consists of slides.  Once the 
entire photographic archive has been scanned, the second stage of the 
project will be to make these archives accessible, so as to enrich the 
resources offered by our centre. 

We would like to thank our generous partner:  
The Zeller Family Foundation

Modernization of our Documentation Centre:  
Digitization of our Visual Archives

Presentation by Dinu Bumbaru 
© Héritage Montréal

Example of digitized slide - Salada Building 
© Héritage Montréal

Museum, Parks Canada, Lachine Canal National 
Historic Site, Société patrimoine et histoire de l’île 
Bizard et Sainte-Geneviève, Old Port of Montreal, the 
City of Montreal (Division d’expertise en patrimoine, 
Centre d’histoire de Montréal, Conseil du patrimoine, 
Direction des grands parcs, Réserve des collections 
archéologiques).

Over 300 people participated in guided tours and 
lectures held over the course of the weekend.  Nautical 
disasters, archaeological collections, waterside areas on 
the island of Montreal, and a hydroelectric power plant 
were just some of the fascinating topics presented.

Heritage Montreal is Making Waves  
with the World Heritage of Water
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Promoting Heritage as part of the Sustainable Development of the City

Québec’s law on planning and urban development 
requires the Communauté métropolitaine de 
Montréal (CMM) to prepare a Plan métropolitain 
d’aménagement et de développement (PMAD) that 
includes specific measures to protect environments 
and landscapes, both built and natural.  Heritage 
Montreal has therefore taken a keen interest in the 
preparation of the PMAD.  In September 2011, some 
400 individuals and organizations presented their views 
on the draft PMAD.  This remarkable mobilization is 
due in part to a first citizens’ agora on the city held in 
late 2010, at the invitation of the Institut de politiques 
alternatives de Montréal (IPAM) and Heritage 
Montreal.

During consultations on the PMAD, Heritage Montreal 
drew attention to the importance of heritage and 
landscape in the city’s identity.  We highlighted the 
characteristic features of the metropolitan landscape 
– the river, islands, the presence of Mount Royal and 
the other mountains in the Monteregian range, the 
old cadastral patterns, institutional complexes, and the 
original roadways such as the Chemin de Chambly, 

the first in New France.  We also noted that some 
threats to the city’s heritage, including its religious 
heritage, deserve to be met with a comprehensive 
municipal action plan.  Additionally, we stressed the 
importance of Greater Montreal’s agricultural heritage, 
its landscape as well as built form traditions that must 
be protected and enhanced.  Heritage Montreal also 
requested that the architecture and integration of 
transport infrastructures in the landscape and urban 
environment be properly cared for.

Following the consultations, an improved version 
of the PMAD addressing planning, transport, and 
environment, was adopted.  The plan includes a 
brief discussion of heritage and landscape within 
the context of an important metropolitan project 
to create a network of “green” and “blue” spaces.  
This metropolitan plan will serve as the basis for the 
Development Plan and Master Plan of Montreal, which 
must conform to it.  Heritage Montreal will ensure it is 
actually implemented, particularly in matters relating to 
heritage and landscape.

View of downtown Montreal 
© Tania Mignacca

Cranes in Montreal 
© Héritage Montréal

Mount Royal park 
© Tania Mignacca
















