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ArchitecTours 2012:  
The Origins of Montreal’s Neighbourhoods

The 2012 edition of our ArchitecTours attracted over 1100 visitors, all of whom participated in at least one of 
our eight urban explorations covering the traces of the former villages that founded the current metropolis. This 
record attendance demonstrates the unflagging interest in Montreal’s heritage. This was a resounding success as 
99% of our survey respondents expressed themselves as satisfied or very satisfied with the tours!

Presented from August 4th to September 29th, the 2012 ArchitecTours allowed participants to discover and 
explore the small and large emblems of the city as well as the many hidden facets of our neighbourhoods.

Intended to foster awareness through the exploration of Montreal’s heritage, our ArchitecTours program has 
been a fundamental aspect of Heritage Montreal’s mission for the past 24 years. ArchitecTours are presented 
yearly through August and September, each edition putting forward a new theme. 

ArchitecTours: Saint-Laurent,From Agrarian Village to Modern Suburb

A sincere thank you to our generous and indispensable partners:

Ivanhoé Cambridge, l’Entente sur le développement culturel de Montréal du Ministère de la 
Culture et des Communications and the City of Montréal, Auberge Bonaparte,  

The Board of Montréal Museum Directors. 
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Interior, George Stephen House

George Stephen House © Jean-François Séguin

2012 International Day for Monuments and Sites:  
The 40th Anniversary of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention

Since 2009, Heritage Montreal has piloted an 
innovative program of activities in Montreal as part 
of the International Day for Monuments and Sites. By 
acting as a catalyst it brought together a wide range 
of partners who have all contributed to the success of 
the event. Since 1983, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 
addressed a different theme on April 18th of each year.

2012 marked the 40th anniversary of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Convention. In our city, it was an 
opportunity to explore the heritage that highlights 
Montreal’s history as a city open to the world and as 
an important centre of international exchange in terms 
of commerce, culture and science. 

To provide a rich and varied program, Heritage 
Montreal brought together eleven partners who 
presented activities related to World Heritage 
between April 19th and 22nd: ICOMOS Canada, Pointe-
à-Callière – Montreal Museum of Archaeology and 
History, the Stewart Museum, DFS Architecture 
& Design, the George Stephen House Trust Fund, 
Olympic Park, TOHU la Cité des arts du cirque, as 
well as the City of Montreal (Division de l’expertise 
en patrimoine et de la toponymie, Centre d’histoire 
de Montréal, Conseil du patrimoine de Montréal, 
Archaeological Reserves Collection). 

Heritage Montreal, in collaboration with The George 
Stephen House Trust Fund offered exclusive access 
to this outstanding example of Victorian architecture. 
This former residence testifies to the influence 
and the importance of Montreal as a cornerstone 
of the international trade network. In all, over 300 
people participated in guided tours and conferences 
organized during the weekend that marked Montreal’s 
International Day for Monuments and Sites.

We would like to thank Jacques Côté, 
president of the George Stephen House 
Trust Fund and Harry J. Plafter for these 

memorable heritage discovery days.
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Family Workshops:  
A New Way for Families to Discover the City!

Zoom on Place Ville Marie:  
50 Years of this Grande Dame of Montreal

In the fall of 2012, Heritage Montreal launched, as a pilot 
project, a new educational program: Family Workshops. 
We are proud to have designed an educational activity 
designed specifically for children and their parents with 
the goal of introducing them to Montreal’s architecture, 
urban history and heritage.

For our first edition, families were invited to discover Little 
Burgundy: On the traces of the village of Sainte-Cunégonde. 
Our young explorers went in search of the traces of 
the industrial village of Sainte-Cunégonde, village which 
lies within today’s Little Burgundy. Our knowledgeable 
volunteer guides helped them find clues to rediscover the 
forgotten history of this ancestral village.

This new activity is a natural offshoot of our renowned 
ArchitecTours guided tours. Aware of the interest and 
natural attachment of youth to their neighbourhood, 
Heritage Montreal is pleased to offer a family-friendly  
educational activity.

Activity Booklet

In November and December, as part of the 50th anniversary celebrations 
of Place Ville Marie, Heritage Montreal offered, in association with Place 
Ville Marie and Ivanhoé Cambridge, a unique guided tour entitled Zoom on 
Place Ville Marie. 

Place Ville Marie, known as the "Grande Dame of Montreal," punctuates 
the history and landscape of Montreal with its elegant cruciform tower, 
designed by renowned architect I. M. Pei. Built in the 1960s, this innovative 
complex marks the birth of Montreal’s underground city and is an 
important affirmation of architectural modernity in Canada. This tour was 
an opportunity to discover one of Montreal’s iconic skyscrapers.

The popularity of our tours remains constant and this was no exception. 
More than 150 participants required the addition of four supplemental 
tours. Zoom on Place Ville Marie 

Sincere thanks to our corporate partners:  
Ivanhoé Cambridge and Place Ville Marie.

We warmly thank our financial partner, the Cole 
Foundation, whose generous support made it 

possible for us to carry out the pilot project  
of this new program!
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Home Renovation Courses – 2012 Edition

Offered since 1981, Heritage Montreal’s Renovation Courses have contributed to raising awareness regarding the 
preservation of residential property heritage and the conservation of the distinctive architectural features of the 
homes and neighbourhoods of Montreal. These conferences are an opportunity to learn more about the maintenance, 
restoration and renovation of residential buildings, no matter their age or architectural style. They present the best 
practices so that owners begin their renovation projects with confidence.

The 2012 edition was a great success with over 150 participants, in addition to the 8,000 who attended the renovation 
courses over the past 32 years. Participants received quality training from our experienced speakers who generously 
shared their expertise.

Presented every Spring, our Renovation Courses have been offered in French and English for over 30 years!

Our sincere thanks to the generous sponsors of the 2012 Edition: 

Simplex Equipment Rental, Marvin Windows and Doors of Canada, Apollo Studios,  
Atelier de ferblanterie MBR, Maçonnerie L.M.R., Atelier l’Établi, Studio du Verre, Lassonde,  

our media partners: CJAD, CIBL and the Métro newspaper  
as well as our printing partner: MP Reproductions.

MONTREAL ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 
CAMPAIGN

In 1990, Heritage Montreal launched, in 
partnership with the City of Montreal, Montréal’s 
Architectural Heritage Campaign (MAHC). 
This annual awareness campaign was born of a 
consistent observation: preventative maintenance 
is an essential element to the preservation 
and enhancement of the heritage of the city’s 
neighbourhoods. Moreover, the MAHC recognizes 
the efforts of building owners who maintain their 
buildings while respecting their character. It offers 
the public a unique opportunity to explore the 
rich diversity of built heritage throughout Greater 
Montreal.

In 2012, the “coup de coeur” award went to Mr. 
François Gingras, who spoke passionately of his 
restoration project.

To mark the 2012 edition of the MAHC, Heritage 
Montreal organized a guided tour of the extraordinary 
residential heritage of the Milton Park neighbourhood.

2012 Heritage Emeritus award amd “coup de coeur” award,    
Ville-Marie Borough 

© Denis Labine, Ville de Montréal
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DEFENDING MONTREAL’S HERITAGE

Despite our efforts and those of many outraged 
citizens and organizations, the Ville-Marie borough, 
with the support of the mayor of Montreal and the 
the former Minister of Culture, Communications 
and Status of Women, implemented its order to 
demolish the row of heritage buildings adjoining the 
Monument-National in the name of public safety. Unlike 
conventional demolitions which tend to be carried 
out with both force and speed, the requirements 
imposed on the developer to number and store certain 
components of the heritage facades for possible 
reinstallation meant that the demolition took several 
months. 

1

2

© Jean-François Séguin

Saint-Laurent Boulevard -  
The Dismantling/Demolition of Architectural Heritage

Involving local and provincial authorities responsible for heritage protection, this case marks a serious setback to 
the laws and policies that have been in place for 40 years. As was the case in the 1970s, a significant piece of built 
heritage - recognized and protected by three levels of government - has been demolished without any plan to 
restore the series of Victorian facades or to revitalize this section of Saint-Laurent Boulevard. The result is another 
vacant lot in downtown. This coincides with the entry into force of the new Quebec law on cultural heritage, as well 
as with the City of Montreal’s launch of a proposed development plan and an effort is underway to define the legacy 
of the 2017 celebrations. Heritage Montreal will work to ensure that the deplorable environment surrounding the 
Monument-National is corrected and the row of heritage buildings is restored in situ. We also intend to ensure 
that laws and policies are applied with a real commitment to heritage by responding, for example, to the legitimate 
concerns of public safety with measures that stabilize rather than demolish built heritage. We will also ensure that 
the events planned for 2017 include an appropriate and important place for heritage.

Hospitals and Institutional  
Heritage Sites

The past year saw some welcome progress on issues concerning the expansion of the Montreal General Hospital 
by the McGill University Health Centre (MUHC). Conducted at the request of the Quebec government in the 
historic and natural borough of Mount Royal, recognized and protected by the same government, the Montreal 
General Hospital project was subject to a first public consultation in 2008. The plan was to increase the usable 
floor space within its existing volume. However, the authorities of the MUHC were engaged in real estate 
transactions which resulted in stopping the construction of the Piedmont residential complex at 1750 Cedar 
Avenue, and the acquisition of this site to install clinics. In 2011, a second public consultation on this expansion 
into the residential area was conducted, bringing to light certain weaknesses in the heritage management tools in 
the case of projects by these major health institutions.

In July 2012, the new management of the MUHC responded to an unfavorable report by the Office de consultation 
publique de Montréal and a joint injunction by Heritage Montreal and concerned citizens. They then announced the 
abandonment of the expansion plan at 1750 Cedar Avenue and their willingness to dispose of this property to allow 
the completion of the residential project which had been authorized but suspended for several years, leaving the sad 
spectacle of a concrete skeleton languishing on the mountain.

The critical nature of the issues surrounding the conversion of medical, academic and religious properties and 
buildings – for example, the future use of the Royal Victoria and the Hotel-Dieu after the construction of the 
MUHC and the CHUM – explains why, exceptionally, Heritage Montreal has initiated legal proceedings, the last 
time being the case concerning the Redpath house in 1986. We hope this case encourages our major medical 
and academic institutions to adopt a more respectful behaviour towards heritage and urban planning, especially in 
sensitive areas such as Mount Royal.




















