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OvERvIEw OF ACTIvITIES  

Objective 
 
These activities will allow students to discover Montreal’s rich heritage. The goal is to raise their 
awareness of urban heritage, its important role in collective memory, and how it is sometimes 
vulnerable. The students will be invited to reflect on and discuss the importance of protecting urban 
heritage, of conserving these testaments to the history of Montreal, and preserving the memories 
they embody. Subsequently, the students will be guided to make connections between Montreal’s 
buildings, its history and its development. The students will then be asked to think about the presence 
of buildings or spaces in their neighbourhood that they consider part of our heritage. This process 
should allow the students to grasp the full importance of safeguarding our heritage, and introduce 
them to the influence of organizations that protect it, like Heritage Montreal, and the vital role that 
public opinion can play. To conclude, the students will be asked to stage a sketch and write a slam on 
the theme of urban heritage conservation. While the activities are interrelated, each one stands on its 
own.

Subject areas 
 
 Languages
 Social Sciences
 Art

Cross-curricular competencies 
 
 Communicates appropriately
 Cooperates with others
 Uses information and communications technologies
 Uses information
 Uses creativity
 Exercises critical judgment

Broad areas of learning

 Citizenship and Community Life
 Media Literacy

Duration 

 Activity 1       Be informed      30 minutes
 Activity 2  Talk about heritage   30 minutes
 Activity 3  Write it down    20 minutes
 Activity 4   To the rescue!   120 minutes
 Activity 5  The Pillars of Heritage 300 minutes
 Activity 6  Heritage Slam    150 minutes

  OvERvIEw OF ACTIvITIES
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Educational and pedagogical aims

  To guide the students to develop a dynamic relationship with their environment, while maintaining   
 a critical distance with respect to consumerism and the exploitation of their environment. 

  To engage in dialogue in the form of a discussion on heritage.
  To make connections with reference points established in other disciplines.

Required material 

Teacher:
 Copy of the students’ documents
 IWB or computer and digital projector 
 Access to the Internet

Student:
 Computer and access to the Internet 
 Small squares of paper or sticky notes (drama)
 A few simple accessories for presenting the sketch

Overview of proposed activities 

1. Read two texts on heritage in general and on Montreal’s heritage, and take notes.

2. Discussion on heritage. Find out what the students already know, and what they have 
learned. Reflection on the importance of safeguarding heritage. Discussion on what 
they would like to protect and include in the heritage of their neighbourhood.

3. Complete the task on reading the texts and the discussion. (This will serve as notes for 
ensuing activities.)

4. Create and present a sketch in which a group is working to convince others of the 
importance and merits of preserving a heritage site: a building, a park, a public space, 
a view, etc. 

5. Create a slam, perform or read it, and record it in order to submit it to the teacher, 
using some form of technology. 

6. Self-evaluation. 

  OvERvIEw OF ACTIvITIES
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A wORD ABOUT HERITAGE MOnTREAL
Since 1975, Heritage Montreal has worked to promote and to protect the architectural, historic, 
natural and cultural heritage of Greater Montreal, its neighbourhoods and communities. This 
private non-profit organization is at the heart of an extensive network of partners, working 
through education and representation to celebrate, develop and preserve Montreal’s identity and 
uniqueness. 

While Heritage Montreal focuses its efforts on built heritage, there are five facets to Montreal’s 
built heritage of concern to the organization:

Sites of commemorative interest (places or buildings associated with historical people or 
events, place names)

Sites of archeological interest (sites or vestiges, buried or not, related to stages in Montreal’s 
history)

Sites of architectural interest (buildings that are exceptional in some way or typical of 
periods, works of civil engineering, public works of art, landscape architecture)

Sites of landscape interest (urban views and landmarks, the river, the mountain, topography, 
street trees, major parks, the canal, architectural characteristics of the neighbourhoods)

Sites of ecological interest (sites identified in terms of natural science, hydrology (water), 

geological evidence, forest ecosystems, migratory stopovers)

 
We encourage teachers to consult the complementary document to familiarise themselves with the 
concept of heritage. A visual presentation is also available that can be used in class as an approach to 
the idea of heritage.

For more details on the organization, you can also visit our website: www.heritagemontreal.org

  OvERvIEw OF ACTIvITIES

http://www.heritagemontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Heritage-Lets-talk-about-it_Complementary-doc.pdf
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/What-is-heritage.pptx
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/about-us/our-mission/
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ACTIvITY 1: BE InFORMED 

wHAT IS HERITAGE?
Reading the text (connection with geography: urban territory, heritage city) 

The teacher asks the students to read the following texts:
 Heritage Montreal promoting the city’s DNA for 40 years!
 What is heritage?

Introduction 

The objective of this pedagogical scenario is to introduce the students to the concept of heritage, 
the common heritage of a community, heritage for humanity, an exceptional value that merits 
conservation for future generations.

For example, you could visit the following websites and documents:

 Montreal insites:  a Heritage Montreal website that highlights various neighbourhoods and some  
 of their heritage buildings. 

 Le grand répertoire du patrimoine bâti de Montréal: a website designed by the city of Montreal.  
 It can be used to search by site or by geographic area (in French only).  

 Complementary document for teachers, Heritage, let’s talk about it! 

Background 

Ask the students if they know what heritage is.  
 Have they ever heard of an organization that promotes and protects Montreal’s heritage?  
 Ask the students to read the following two texts and to write down the elements they consider to  

 be of interest (specify that their notes will be useful for ensuing activities).

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS 

http://www.memorablemontreal.com/heritage.html
http://patrimoine.ville.montreal.qc.ca/inventaire/index.php
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Heritage-Lets-talk-about-it_Complementary-doc.pdf
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 TExT 1

Heritage Montreal promoting the city’s DnA for 40 years! 
 
Since 1975, Heritage Montreal has worked to promote and to protect the architectural, historic, 
natural and cultural heritage of Greater Montreal, its neighbourhoods and communities. This 
private non-profit organization is at the heart of an extensive network of partners, working 
through education and representation to celebrate, develop and preserve Montreal’s identity and 
uniqueness.

Definition of heritage 

Heritage Montreal is interested primarily in the type of heritage that can be described and 
located on a map. Such heritage consists of immoveable property and may be covered by urban 
planning instruments. While Heritage Montreal focuses its efforts on built heritage, there are five 
facets to Montreal’s built heritage of concern to the organization:

Sites of commemorative interest (places or buildings associated with historical people or 
events, place names)

Sites of archeological interest (sites or vestiges, buried or not, related to stages in 
Montreal’s history)

Sites of architectural interest (buildings that are exceptional in some way or typical of 
periods, works of civil engineering, public works of art, landscape architecture)

Sites of landscape interest (urban views and landmarks, the river, the mountain, 
topography, street trees, major parks, the canal, architectural characteristics of the 
neighbourhoods)

Sites of ecological interest (sites identified in terms of natural science, hydrology (water), 
geological evidence, forest ecosystems, migratory stopovers)

(Heritage Montreal, website, www.heritagemontreal.org/en/about-us/our-mission/, page viewed on 
October 20, 2016) 

http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/about-us/our-mission/
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TExT 2

What is heritage?

It’s difficult to formulate an exact definition of heritage because it comprises so many different 
things, so many different aspects of our collective memory. Our heritage is much more than just 
objects from the past. It is a very present part of our everyday lives, whether we are aware of it or 
not. Our heritage can be seen in tangible objects such as commemorative plaques and inscriptions, 
buildings, neighbourhoods, parks and archeological remains, both obvious and hidden. But in 
Montreal, as elsewhere, our heritage is also intangible. It includes our traditions and the ways in 
which we celebrate our culture.

Think, for example, of the building techniques and traditions unique to Montreal. Equally, try to 
imagine what Montreal would be without bagels or smoked meat!

Here, though, we will concentrate solely on urban heritage. While architecture is necessarily 
a component, urban heritage also refers to landscapes, neighbourhoods, natural features and 
archeological sites. While many things serve as a reminder of the past, some are more significant 
than others and must be treated differently. To properly conserve built heritage, one has to 
understand the significance of a building or site and act in a way that is appropriate. In that light, one 
thing becomes very clear: the heritage interest of a site or object is a result of the value we attach to 
it, collectively or individually. Knowledge and recognition of value are inextricably linked in heritage 
conservation.

What we recognize as heritage evolves, however, on a daily basis. The definition of heritage is 
changing continually, and growing increasingly broad with time. What was considered uninteresting 
a generation ago can suddenly be important. The best example of this is modern or recent heritage. 
Place Ville Marie (1962) and Habitat 67 (1967), for example, are now part of Montreal’s heritage. “Old” 
does not automatically equal heritage interest and value—nor, incidentally, does “monumental”; 
witness Montrealers’ interest in the duplexes and triplexes of the Plateau Mont-Royal.

Finally, it is important to remember that all too often we recognize our heritage only when it is 
threatened with demolition or disfigurement. Heritage is a precious, non-renewable resource—we 
only lose it once—that lends remarkable quality to our surroundings, most often without our realizing it.

Habitat 67 Plateau Mont-Royal
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Montreal’s Heritage

 
Montreal is one of North America’s oldest cities, and its heritage is among the richest and 
most diverse of any of them. Few urban centres on the continent bear as many traces 
of different societies and periods: prehistory, French Regime, British era, industrial and 
financial metropolis, modern city. Montreal’s heritage expresses itself in many different 
ways. Squares and parks, industrial areas, residential neighbourhoods and commercial 
streets are only some examples of the diversity that is very much Montreal’s.

This richness is not restricted to the city centre; it is also very evident on the sites of the original 
villages scattered across the island, and in places where built heritage is located near water. 

Places like Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, Rivière-des-Prairies, Sainte-Geneviève, Lachine and Sault-
au-Récollet mark different eras of the island’s development. The same holds true for towns on the 
South Shore, the old villages of Île Jésus (Laval), and the North Shore.

(Source: H-MTL Plateform, Heritage Montreal website, www.heritagemontreal.org/en/h-mtl-platform/, Toolkit section, 
page viewed on October 20, 2016). 

© 2001.  Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, Natural Resources Canada.

http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/h-mtl-platform/
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ACTIvITY 2: TALK ABOUT HERITAGE  

ORAL COMMUnICATIOn
The teacher makes sure that the students have understood the essence of the texts. He or 
she leads a discussion during which the students talk about what heritage means to them and 
the elements in their neighbourhood that would correspond to the definition of heritage. The 
students are asked to write down the elements mentioned by their peers during the discussion 
that they consider to be of interest. 
 
Heritage 
 

 Ask the students if they have come across new words. Did these words prevent them from    
    understanding the text? What strategy did they use to understand the meaning of the text   
    despite a new word? 

 Ask the students questions to determine if the concept of heritage is clearer for them now.  
 Ask them to elaborate on the five facets of heritage presented in the Heritage Montreal text.

 In reference to the texts they read, ask them what makes a building qualify as a heritage     
 building in their opinion.

 Ask them if they have ever seen a heritage building. If so, where? Can they name a heritage  
 building? Have they ever visited one? Do they know its year of construction? Its style?

 What are the threats to urban heritage?

 In their opinion, are there heritage buildings in their neighbourhood? Can they name them?  
 What are these buildings used for (housing, shops, school, factory…)?

 Ask the students to consult the following site for more insight:  
 patrimoine.ville.montreal.qc.ca/inventaire/index.php   
  
 Would they add any elements to the buildings listed on this site? Which ones? Why?

 Do they think it is important to have heritage buildings in their neighbourhood? Yes? No? Ask  
 them to justify their answer. (Yes, because… OR No, because…)

 To accompany the discussion, the teacher is encouraged to use the visual presentation   
 available online. 

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS

http://patrimoine.ville.montreal.qc.ca/inventaire/index.php
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/What-is-heritage.pptx
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/What-is-heritage.pptx
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ACTIvITY 3: wRITE IT DOwn 

READInG COMPREHEnSIOn
After reading the text and the discussion (activities 1 and 2), the students are asked to summarize 
their knowledge by performing a reading comprehension. They will need texts read previously 
to perform this task as well as the student worksheet. The teacher can choose to do this activity 
with the students, organize them into teams of 2 or 3, or have them do it individually.  

Text 1

Text 2

Your 
summary

Discussion

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS
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 ACTIvITY 4: TO THE RESCUE! 
EnGLISH, GEOGRAPHY  

Aspiring advocates of the safeguarding of built heritage, the students take a look at the 
vulnerable sites in their neighbourhood, or borough. The teacher asks the students if they know 
of any vulnerable sites: heritage sites (schools, shops, industries, parks, monuments, churches)  
or parks, monuments, signs, etc.

The teacher tells these aspiring advocates of built heritage that they can list the site on the 
H-MTL platform in the “Citizen alerts” section. An ideal opportunity for the class to publicly 
express their concern for an important structure in their neighbourhood.

The teacher explains, however, that there are criteria that must be respected: 

   Identify a vulnerable site, that is, a building, urban ensemble, public square, work of art,   
      view, landscape.

   The site must be located in the school’s neighbourhood, in the borough or on the island of   

      Montreal.

   The site must also be under major threat. 
       
      List of major treats:

 Vacant: The building is not being used, or has no assigned occupancy type. 

 No upkeep: The building has deteriorated, because either the materials or the  
 structure have been altered.

 Lack of knowledge: The building or site’s significance is not sufficiently  
 acknowledged.

 Demand for land, speculation: In the neighbourhood where the building  
 or site is located, there is real-estate pressure to proceed with densification  
 or a change of use.

 Inappropriate/incompatible use: Land-use intensification or modification  
 threatens to affect the physical, cultural and historical integrity of the site or  
 neighbourhood.

 Demolition: There is a threat of demolition, or a demolition process has   
 begun.

 Vandalism: Acts have been committed causing damage to the building or  

 having an impact on its heritage significance or its integrity.

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS
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The students form teams of 3 or 4. Each member is assigned a task. To give the students time 
to select a site, they could be given until the next class to find a site, which gives them an 
opportunity to talk to their family about possible sites or to walk around their neighbourhood.  
The teacher could also decide to organize a class visit to a particular area. 

Once back in their teams, the students discuss the results of their research, make sure that their 
choice meets the definition of a vulnerable site (see above List of major treats), make sure that it 
is not already listed on the Heritage Montreal platform and make a final selection. Once the site 
has been chosen, the students must complete an information sheet like the ones on the Heritage 
Montreal site (see examples). The more complete the sheets, the more useful it will be for 
informing the public.  

Once this step is complete, the team chooses one or more representatives to present their work 
to their peers. Each team completes an evaluation sheet for the presentations. The proposal 
by the team that best meets the requirements will be submitted to Heritage Montreal, which 
is responsible for approving proposals. Teacher has to send the information sheet at this email 
address: education@heritagemontreal.org or fill out the form on the H-MTL Platform website.  
If the site is approved, Heritage Montreal will review the content of the information sheet. An 
accepted site will be published on Heritage Montreal’s official platform within about three 
working days. An email will be sent to the teacher to inform them that their proposal has been 
accepted. The information sheet on the site will be disseminated through the H-MTL platform 
with the following message: “Site identified by: Grade 8 class at XYZ School.” 

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS

mailto:education%40heritagemontreal.org?subject=
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/h-mtl-platform/
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ACTIvITY 5: THE PILLARS OF HERITAGE  

DRAMA
The art of conviction 

Teams for 4 or 5 must create a sketch (5 minutes) representing a group, “The Pillars of Heritage,” 
that is trying by every legal means possible and in a spirit of respect to convince your fellow 
citizens of the need to defend a vulnerable building or site in their neighbourhood.

The objective of this project is to create a character who is able to make convincing arguments so 
that by the end of the sketch, the public accepts the proposal.

Description of the steps in the activity: 

1.  Identify a building or site that needs protection in the neighbourhood. 
2.  Share ideas, convincing arguments (write down ideas on cue cards), suggestions for the   
      various types of characters who belong to “The Pillars of Heritage” (an architect, historian,  
      student, heritage buff, senior citizen, artist, etc.). 
3.  Organize the ideas into a presentation (place the cue cards in the desired order or write the  
      ideas on a timeline). 
4.  Assign roles. 
5.  Develop an outline in which each character makes the case for the cause using convincing  
      arguments. 
6.   Perform your sketch.

Elements for staging the sketch: 

1.  A slogan capturing The Pillars of Heritage cause.

2.  Movement and positioning of the group or individuals.

3.  Costumes or accessories (cliché or otherwise) to help identify each character. Example:  
 a cane for the senior citizen, a roll of plans and safety helmet for the architect, sunglasses  
 for the artist…).

Evaluation criteria: 

 The characters’ physical and vocal expressiveness 
 Believability of the characters  
 Quality of the movement and positioning of the group 
 Originality and effectiveness of the accessories and costume elements  
 Quality of the staging (originality, precision...)

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS
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ACTIvITY 6: HERITAGE SLAM  

wRITInG
Background

Do you know what a slam is? Do you know what a rhyme is? A slam is an urban practice that 
originated in the United States in the 1980s. Since then, it has spread around the world. Oral 
poetry is a longstanding tradition: troubadours, poets, storytellers… much has been written about 
this.

Information for students

The following activity involves chanting words, using your smarts to find words that rhyme with 
heritage…such as courage. Seizing on a word like masonry and rhyming it with century. Combining 
relic with heroic, or stretch it a little bit to rhyme with architect! It’s a way to share words and give 
voice to your inner poetry, to come together to learn how to chant your hopes, doubts, rebellions, 
stories. An opportunity to speak out, combining rhythm with rhyme, to protect the heritage of 
your neighbourhood, of your city.

Steps in the activity:

Using an IWB, read and discuss as a group the texts on the Redpath House1 and Silo No. 52 on the 
Heritage Montreal website, then discuss these ideas. Following the discussion, form teams.

Brainstorming:

What words come to mind when you think of heritage sites? Of crumbling schools? Of the 
demolished Redpath House ? Of the abandoned Silo No 5 ? Of Heritage Montreal, which, among 
other things, works to promote and protect the urban heritage of Greater Montreal? And in your 
neighbourhood, do you know of any vulnerable sites? Who is protecting them? It’s up to you 
become a creator, and transform yourself into a slam poet.

Delve deep into your imagination, your humour, your creativity to find rhymes and create a text in 
defence of built heritage. Follow these steps:

   Your team must agree on 8 words from the table below.  
   Note: the following words must be used in your slam:  heritage, Redpath   

      House, Silo No. 5 (or silo), and Heritage Montreal.
   Your slam must have a minimum of 10 verses3 and a rhythm that respects the   

      slam form.  
   You must record and submit your work to your teacher using the technology of  

      your choice.

1 www.heritagemontreal.org/en/site/redpath-mansion/
2 www.heritagemontreal.org/en/h-mtl-platform/?siteSlug=silo-no-5
3 www.rhymer.com 

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS

http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/site/redpath-mansion/
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/h-mtl-platform/%3FsiteSlug%3Dsilo-no-5
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4E ACTIvITé :  
FR 

The following words can be modified at the teacher’s discretion.

architecture architect value manor
structure stone benefit loyal
century decade public respect
masonry monumental negligence tough
Queen Anne vulnerable feed cowardly
abject pitiful urgent transparency
prayer pleasant bat beauty
capable building heroic authority
armour preserve ideal era
demolish elsewhere scourge forget
relic legal impasse park 
great memory decommissioned history
space municipality share conscience
rallying jewel sentiment protect

 

 
 

InSTRUCTIOnS FOR TEACHERS
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ACTIVITY 1: BE INFORMED 

WHAT IS HERITAGE?

READING SHEET

NAME: ____________________________ DATE: _____________    GROUP: ____

 
WHAT IS HERITAGE?

 Read the text “Heritage Montreal promoting the city’s DNA for 40 years!”

    As you read, write down what you consider to be important on the sheet below.   
    There are no wrong answers. The important thing is to organize your ideas.

1. What I retain from the first text:

Describe Heritage Montreal’s mission in one sentence.

 

Read the text “What is heritage?”

2. What I retain from the second text: 

Explain heritage in your own words.

STUDENT WORKSHEET
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wHAT IS HERITAGE?
3. Reflection on the importance of heritage 

Why do you think the preservation of heritage is important?

Justify your answer.

STUDEnT wORKSHEET
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ACTIvITY 2: TALK ABOUT HERITAGE 

ORAL COMMUnICATIOn
COMMENTS SHEET

NAME: ____________________________ DATE: _____________    GROUP: ____

  In a few words, write down the elements of the discussion that you consider to be of interest.

  Write them down in the appropriate section.

Heritage

1.  Heritage is:

2.  A heritage building is characterized by:

3.  Heritage buildings in my neighbourhood: 
Reference: patrimoine.ville.montreal.qc.ca/inventaire/index.php

STUDEnT wORKSHEET

http://patrimoine.ville.montreal.qc.ca/inventaire/index.php
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4.  what are the threats to Montreal’s built heritage?

5.  Actions that can be taken to preserve heritage assets.

STUDEnT wORKSHEET
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ACTIvITY 3: wRITE IT DOwn 

READInG COMPREHEnSIOn

1.  which definition best describes the word “heritage”?

A.   Science that focuses on objects, art, monuments, ancient civilizations, and employs digs to      
       discover material artefacts for study.

B.   All of the cultural and natural assets considered to have exceptional value for humanity,   
      thereby justifying their preservation for future generations.

C.   The study of facts that have marked the past of a human community or activity, known         
       through written or audiovisual documents.

TRUE OR FALSE?

2.   which of the following elements belong to Montreal’s built heritage: 

A.   La Place Ville Marie       TRUE  FALSE

B.   Old Montreal       TRUE  FALSE

C.   Greater Montreal      TRUE  FALSE

D.   Heritage Montreal      TRUE   FALSE

E.   The Biosphere       TRUE  FALSE

3.   Interest in heritage is based on:

A.   The value individuals place in an object.    TRUE  FALSE

B.   An attachment to the past exclusively.    TRUE  FALSE

C.   The value a community places in a site.    TRUE  FALSE

D.   The exceptional value placed in an element,    TRUE  FALSE  
       which justifies its preservation.

STUDEnT wORKSHEET
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4. The Montreal boroughs of Lachine and Rivière-des-Prairies are of heritage value because:

A.   They are located on the waterfront.  TRUE   FALSE

B.   You can find bagels and smoked meat there.  TRUE   FALSE

C.   They are former villages of historical importance.  TRUE   FALSE

D.   They are not heritage sites.  TRUE   FALSE

E.   These boroughs have no heritage value.  TRUE   FALSE

5.  Indicate if the following statements are true or false:

A.   To be of value, built heritage must be old and monumental.             TRUE  FALSE

B.   Habitat 67 is a construction that belongs to modern heritage.          TRUE  FALSE

C.   Montrealers are attached to the duplexes and triplexes                     TRUE  FALSE 

  in Plateau Mont-Royal.

D.   Urban landscapes can also be considered heritage assets.                TRUE   FALSE

STUDEnT wORKSHEET
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ACTIvITY 4: TO THE RESCUE! 

EnGLISH, GEOGRAPHY  
 

PRESEnTATIOn EvALUATIOn SHEET  

 
Name(s) of presenter(s) _________________________________

Criteria Very relevant 
4 points

Relevant 
3 points

Not very 
relevant 
2 points

Not relevant 
X

Site located on the 
island of Montreal
Site located 
in the school’s 
neighbourhood or 
borough

There is a clearly 
identified threat or 
threats
The student describes 
the history, heritage 
value and issues 
that justify his or her 
choice  
The presentation 
generated interest in 
the site 

 
Total

 

Grand total _______________/20

Name of evaluator __________________________________   

STUDEnT wORKSHEET
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ACTIvITY 4 : TO THE RESCUE!  

EnGLISH, GEOGRAPHY

vULnERABLE SITE RECORD CARD

Names of the team members

__________________________     _________________________

__________________________     _________________________

   This is the last step before a site can be retained to represent the class.  

   You will use this sheet to present your team’s site to your peers.  

   If your site is retained, this sheet will be used to submit the information to 

      Heritage Montreal.

   The sheet must be submitted to the teacher according to his or her instructions 

      (paper, email...).

STUDEnT wORKSHEET
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vULnERABLE SITE RECORD CARD

Address of the site
Name of the site
Threats    Vacant: The building is not being used, or has no assigned occupancy type.

   No upkeep: The building has deteriorated, because either the materials or  
       the structure have been altered.

   Lack of knowledge: The building or site’s significance is not sufficiently  
       acknowledged. 

   Demand for land, speculation: In the neighbourhood where the building or  
       site is located, there is real-estate pressure to proceed with densification   
       or a change of use.

   Inappropriate/incompatible use: Land-use intensification or modification    
       threatens to affect the physical, cultural and historical integrity of the site    
       or neighbourhood.

   Demolition: There is a threat of demolition, or a demolition process has  
       begun.

   Vandalism: Acts have been committed causing damage to the building or  
       having an impact on its heritage significance or its integrity.

Background information Write a short paragraph (80 to 100 words) describing the site, its 
history, its heritage value and/or the challenges. Justify the choice of 
site as a result of the threats.

Municipality or 
borough
Owner 
(Public or private)

Manager(s)
Company or organization name 
and its role (for example, owner, 
manager)

 Category  Commercial  Archeological zone 
 Industrial        Cultural 
 Civic  Institutional
 Residential              Religious
 Public Spaces,  Sports 

    parks and green spaces            Landscape view

Design
Name and position (for example, 
architect, engineer)

Year built

Image
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ACTIvITY 5: THE PILLARS OF HERITAGE

EnGLISH, GEOGRAPHY
SELF-EvALUATIOn SHEET

Name ______________________________________ Group _________ 

Names of your team members  

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

During the creation, complete the following table using the following grades:

A. Always 

B. Often

C. Sometimes 

D. Never

DURING THE CREATION (preparatory phase) Grade
I actively participated in developing ideas. 
I respected the ideas of my team members .
I rehearsed by being actively involved.

By casting an objective eye, I was able to correct and help my team mates.
I was involved in researching/finding costumes and accessories. 

INTERPRETATION (class presentation)

Criteria and instructions: body expression and vocal expression, effective movements and 
positioning of the group, persuasive character, concentration. 
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Complete the table below using the following grades:

A. I surpassed the expected criteria

B. I attained the expected criteria

C. I had difficulty attaining the expected criteria

D. I did not attain the expected criteria

PERFORMANCE (presentation to the class) Grade
I ensured effective movements and positioning of the group and 
respected the theme and the characters. 
I made my character convincing through my attitude, facial expressions, 
body language and voice. 
I was original in my choice of character and arguments.
I stayed concentrated. 

COMMEnTS  

What did you do to create a character who was realistic (attitude and expressions)? 
What was your source of inspiration? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

In a few sentences, summarize what you learned about the art of convincing the public? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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What attitudes or expressions did you use? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Do you think you convinced the public? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

What were your peers’ strong points during their performance?

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Points to be improved ____________________________________________________ 
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ACTIvITY 6: HERITAGE SLAM  

wRITInG
Instructions:

   The members of the team agree on 8 words in the table below.  

   Note: you must use the following words: heritage, Redpath House, Silo No. 5  

      (or silo), and Heritage Montreal.

   The production must include a minimum of 10 verses, and rhyme according   

      to the slam form. 

   Work on the presentation. Think about the use of gestures and where you   

      stand or move in individual and group presentations.

   Record and submit your production to the teacher using the technology of   

      your choice.

Choose 8 words from among the following:  
(gender and number can vary, verbs can be conjugated)

architecture architect value manor
structure stone benefit loyal
century decade public respect
masonry monumental negligence tough
Queen Anne vulnerable feed cowardly
abject pitiful urgent transparency
prayer pleasant bat beauty
capable building heroic authority
armour preserve ideal era
demolish elsewhere scourge forget
relic legal impasse park 
great memory decommissioned history
space municipality share conscience
rallying jewel sentiment protect
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Write down the 8 words chosen:

Consult a rhyming dictionary, if necessary. 

www.rhymer.com or another rhyming dictionary site.
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There are no wrong answers.  However, the justification must be based on serious and relevant 
arguments.

 
Heritage Montreal is a private non-profit organization which works through education and 
representation to preserve, celebrate and develop Montreal’s heritage. 

 
Various possible answers. Important elements include: 

It is part of our daily lives.
It can be tangible or intangible (concrete, palpable or immaterial).
It is related to the value attributed to a site or an object (collectively or individually).  
It is evolving.
It takes several forms. 
It can be old or contemporary. 
It is non-renewable.

AnSwER KEY - ACTIvITY 1: BE InFORMED 

wHAT IS HERITAGE?
FIRST ACTIvITY: READInG

wHAT IS HERITAGE?

 1. what I retain from the first text:

Describe Heritage Montreal’s mission in one sentence.

2. what I retain from the second text:

Explain heritage in your own words.

3. Reflection on the importance of heritage 

Why do you think the preservation of heritage is important?

Justify your answer.
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AnSwER KEY - ACTIvITY 2: TALK ABOUT HERITAGE 

ORAL COMMUnICATIOn

SECOnD ACTIvITY: ORAL 

COMMENTS SHEET

Heritage

1.   Heritage is:

      Various possible answers, depending on the discussions and the students.

2.   A heritage building is characterized by:

      Various possible answers.

3.   Heritage buildings in my neighbourhood: 

      Reference: patrimoine.ville.montreal.qc.ca/inventaire/index.php

      Various possible answers.

4.   What are the threats to Montreal’s built heritage?

      Various possible answers (at minimum, it should include: demolition, renovation, lack   

      of information [ignorance, lack of knowledge], indifference, the drive for profits, real estate  

      speculation... 

 
5. Actions that can be taken to preserve heritage assets:

Promote
Respect
Educate
Inform 
Popularize
Become aware, raise awareness among others
Represent
Mobilize
Look, listen, taste, feel…
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AnSwER KEY - ACTIvITY 3: wRITE IT DOwn 

READInG COMPREHEnSIOn
1.  which definition best describes the word “heritage”?

A. Science that focuses on objects, art, monuments, ancient civilizations, and employs digs to 

discover material artefacts for study.

B. All of the cultural and natural assets considered to have exceptional value for humanity, there-

by justifying their preservation for future generations.

C. The study of facts that have marked the past of a human community or activity, known 

through written or audiovisual documents.

TRUE OR FALSE?

2.   which of the following elements belong to Montreal’s built heritage:

A. Place Ville Marie       X  TRUE  FALSE

B. Old Montreal      X  TRUE  FALSE

C. Greater Montreal       TRUE X  FALSE

D. Heritage Montreal       TRUE  X  FALSE

E. The Biosphere      X  TRUE  FALSE

3.  Interest in heritage is based on:

A. The value individuals place in an object.   X  TRUE  FALSE

B. An attachment to the past exclusively.    TRUE X  FALSE

C. The value a community places in a site.   X  TRUE  FALSE

D. The exceptional value placed in an element,   X  TRUE  FALSE  
 which justifies its preservation.
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4. The Montreal boroughs of Lachine and Rivière-des-Prairies are of heritage value because:

A. They are located on the waterfront.    X  TRUE  X  FALSE1

B. You can find bagels and smoked meat there.   TRUE  X  FALSE

C. They are former villages of historical importance.  X  TRUE   FALSE

D. They are not heritage sites.      TRUE  X  FALSE

E. These boroughs have no heritage value.    TRUE  X  FALSE

5.  Indicate if the following statements are true or false:

A. To be of value, built heritage must be old and monumental.               TRUE X  FALSE

B. Habitat 67 is a construction that belongs to modern heritage.           X  TRUE  FALSE

C. Montrealers are attached to the duplexes and triplexes  

   in Plateau Mont-Royal.                                                                               X  TRUE  FALSE

D. Urban landscapes can also be considered heritage assets.                 X  TRUE   FALSE

1 There are two possible answers:  
 TRUE because historical heritage sites can be located on the waterfront 
 FALSE because not all waterfronts are necessarily considered to be of heritage interest.

AnSwER KEY


	Overview of activities 

	ACTIVITY 1 – BE INFORMED
WHAT IS HERITAGE?
	activitY 2 : TALK ABOUT HERITAGE 
Oral communication
	activity 3 : WRITE IT DOWN
READING COMPREHENSION
	activity 4 : To the rescue!
ENGLISH, GEOGRAPHY 

	activity 5 : The Pillars of Heritage 
DRAMA
	activity 6 : Heritage SLAM 
WRITING
	ACTIVITy 1 – BE INFORMED
WHAT IS HERITAGE?
	activity 2 : TALK ABOUT HERITAGE
ORAL COMMUNICATION
	activity 3 : WRITE IT DOWN
READING COMPREHENSION
	activitY 4 : TO THE RESCUE!
ENGLISH, GEOGRAPHY  
	activity 5 : The Pillars of Heritage
english, GeOGRAPHy
	activity 6  : HERITAGE SLAM 
WRITING
	ANSWER KEY - ACTIVITy 1 – BE INFORMED
WHAT IS HERITAGE?
	ANSWER KEY - activitY 2 : TALK ABOUT HERITAGE
ORAL COMMUNICATION
	ANSWER KEY- activitY 3 : JE CONSIGNE LES INFORMATIONSS
COMPRÉHENSION DE LECTURE

	NAME: 
	DATE: 
	GROUP: 
	undefined: 
	undefined_2: 
	undefined_3: 
	COMMENTS SHEET: 
	DATE_2: 
	GROUP_2: 
	1  Heritage is 1: 
	2  A heritage building is characterized by 1: 
	Reference patrimoinevillemontrealqccainventaireindexphp 1: 
	4  what are the threats to Montreals built heritage: 
	5  Actions that can be taken to preserve heritage assets: 
	TRUE: Off
	TRUE_2: Off
	TRUE_3: Off
	TRUE_4: Off
	TRUE_5: Off
	FALSE: Off
	FALSE_2: Off
	FALSE_3: Off
	FALSE_4: Off
	FALSE_5: Off
	TRUE_6: Off
	TRUE_7: Off
	TRUE_8: Off
	TRUE_9: Off
	FALSE_6: Off
	FALSE_7: Off
	FALSE_8: Off
	FALSE_9: Off
	TRUE_10: Off
	TRUE_11: Off
	TRUE_12: Off
	TRUE_13: Off
	TRUE_14: Off
	FALSE_10: Off
	FALSE_11: Off
	FALSE_12: Off
	FALSE_13: Off
	FALSE_14: Off
	TRUE_15: Off
	TRUE_16: Off
	TRUE_17: Off
	D  Urban landscapes can also be considered heritage assets: Off
	FALSE_15: Off
	FALSE_16: Off
	FALSE_17: Off
	FALSE_18: Off
	Names of presenters: 
	Very relevant 4 pointsSite located on the island of Montreal: 
	Relevant 3 pointsSite located on the island of Montreal: 
	Not very relevant 2 pointsSite located on the island of Montreal: 
	Not relevant XSite located on the island of Montreal: 
	Very relevant 4 pointsSite located in the schools neighbourhood or borough: 
	Relevant 3 pointsSite located in the schools neighbourhood or borough: 
	Not very relevant 2 pointsSite located in the schools neighbourhood or borough: 
	Not relevant XSite located in the schools neighbourhood or borough: 
	Very relevant 4 pointsThere is a clearly identified threat or threats: 
	The student describes: 
	Not very relevant 2 pointsThere is a clearly identified threat or threats: 
	Relevant 3 pointsThere is a clearly identified threat or threats: 
	Not relevant XThere is a clearly identified threat or threats: 
	Very relevant 4 pointsThe presentation generated interest in the site: 
	Relevant 3 pointsThe presentation generated interest in the site: 
	Not very relevant 2 pointsThe presentation generated interest in the site: 
	Not relevant XThe presentation generated interest in the site: 
	Very relevant 4 pointsTotal: 
	Relevant 3 pointsTotal: 
	Not very relevant 2 pointsTotal: 
	Not relevant XTotal: 
	Grand total: 
	Name of evaluator: 
	Names of the team members 1: 
	Names of the team members 2: 
	1_2: 
	2: 
	Address of the site: 
	Name of the site: 
	Vacant The building is not being used or has no assigned occupancy type: Off
	No upkeep The building has deteriorated because either the materials or: Off
	Lack of knowledge The building or sites significance is not sufficiently: Off
	Demand for land speculation In the neighbourhood where the building or: Off
	Inappropriateincompatible use Landuse intensification or modification: Off
	Demolition There is a threat of demolition or a demolition process has: Off
	Vandalism Acts have been committed causing damage to the building or: Off
	Write a short paragraph 80 to 100 words describing the site its history its heritage value andor the challenges Justify the choice of site as a result of the threatsMunicipality or borough: 
	Write a short paragraph 80 to 100 words describing the site its history its heritage value andor the challenges Justify the choice of site as a result of the threatsOwner Public or private: 
	Write a short paragraph 80 to 100 words describing the site its history its heritage value andor the challenges Justify the choice of site as a result of the threatsManagers Company or organization name and its role for example owner manager: 
	Commercial: Off
	Industrial: Off
	Civic: Off
	Residential: Off
	Public Spaces: Off
	Archeological zone: Off
	Cultural: Off
	Institutional: Off
	Religious: Off
	Sports: Off
	Landscape view: Off
	Commercial Archeological zone Industrial Cultural Civic Institutional Residential Religious Public Spaces Sports parks and green spaces Landscape viewDesign Name and position for example architect engineer: 
	Commercial Archeological zone Industrial Cultural Civic Institutional Residential Religious Public Spaces Sports parks and green spaces Landscape viewYear built: 
	Commercial Archeological zone Industrial Cultural Civic Institutional Residential Religious Public Spaces Sports parks and green spaces Landscape viewImage: 
	SELFEvALUATIOn SHEET: 
	Group: 
	Names of your team members 1: 
	Names of your team members 2: 
	Names of your team members 3: 
	Names of your team members 4: 
	GradeI actively participated in developing ideas: 
	GradeI respected the ideas of my team members: 
	GradeI rehearsed by being actively involved: 
	GradeBy casting an objective eye I was able to correct and help my team mates: 
	GradeI was involved in researchingfinding costumes and accessories: 
	GradeI ensured effective movements and positioning of the group and respected the theme and the characters: 
	GradeI made my character convincing through my attitude facial expressions body language and voice: 
	GradeI was original in my choice of character and arguments: 
	GradeI stayed concentrated: 
	What was your source of inspiration 1: 
	In a few sentences summarize what you learned about the art of convincing the public 1: 
	What attitudes or expressions did you use 1: 
	Do you think you convinced the public Explain 1: 
	What were your peers strong points during their performance 1: 
	Points to be improved: 
	Write down the 8 words chosen: 


