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HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 

WHAT IS HERITAGE MONTREAL? 

Since 1975, Heritage Montreal has worked to promote and to protect the architectural, historic, 
natural and cultural heritage of Greater Montreal, its neighbourhoods and communities. This private 
non-profit organization is at the heart of an extensive network of partners, working through education 
and representation to celebrate, develop and preserve Montreal’s identity and uniqueness.

Heritage Montreal pursues its role as an informed, non-partisan and independent actor.

WHAT DO WE DO?

Heritage Montreal works through education and representation, with both the general public and 
the actors who are directly and indirectly responsible for protecting and enhancing heritage—
including institutions, public agencies, owners and property managers.

  Advocacy
Influencing the decisions of the various responsible agencies on the basis of the authority the 
organization enjoys due to its expertise in heritage issues.
Acting as a catalyst within the milieu to encourage coherent interventions and to maximize the 
possibility of tangible and sustainable results.

  Education
Sensitizing and educating residents to increase their sense of responsibility and to improve the 
quality of their actions.

Websites
 Heritage Montreal
 Montreal InSites
 H-MTL Platform

ArchitecTours Guided Tours International Day for Monuments and Sites

http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/
http://www.memorablemontreal.com
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/en/h-mtl-platform/
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WHAT IS HERITAGE?

According to Conseil du patrimoine de Montréal 

Heritage refers to any object or ensemble, natural or cultural, tangible or intangible, that a community 
values for its historical significance and memory by highlighting the need to protect, conserve, 
appropriate, enhance or transmit it.
 

According to Heritage Montreal
 

Types of heritage
Heritage Montreal is interested primarily in the type of heritage that can be described and located on a 
map.

While Heritage Montreal focuses its efforts on built heritage, there are five facets to Montreal’s built 
heritage of concern to the organization:

Sites of commemorative interest (places or buildings associated with historical people or 

events, place names)

Sites of archeological interest (sites or vestiges, buried or not, related to stages in Montreal’s 

history)

Sites of architectural interest (buildings that are exceptional in some way or typical of periods, 

works of civil engineering, public works of art, landscape architecture)

Sites of landscape interest (urban views and landmarks, the river, the mountain, topography, 

street trees, major parks, the canal, architectural characteristics of the neighbourhoods)

Sites of ecological interest (sites identified in terms of natural science, hydrology (water), 

geological evidence, forest ecosystems, migratory stopovers)

Definition of heritage

It’s difficult to formulate an exact definition of heritage because it comprises so many different things, so 
many different aspects of our collective memory. Our heritage is much more than just objects from the 
past. It is a very present part of our everyday lives, whether we are aware of it or not. Our heritage can 
be seen in tangible objects such as commemorative plaques and inscriptions, buildings, neighbourhoods, 
parks and archeological remains, both obvious and hidden. But in Montreal, as elsewhere, our heritage is 
also intangible. It includes our traditions and the ways in which we celebrate our culture.

Think, for example, of the building techniques and traditions unique to Montreal. Equally, try to imagine 
what Montreal would be without bagels or smoked meat!

HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 
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QU’EST-CE QUE LE PATRIMOINE ?

HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 

QU’EST-CE QUE LE PATRIMOINE ?Here, though, we will concentrate solely on urban heritage. While architecture is necessarily 
a component, urban heritage also refers to landscapes, neighbourhoods, natural features and 
archeological sites. While many things serve as a reminder of the past, some are more significant than 
others and must be treated differently. To properly conserve built heritage, one has to understand the 
significance of a building or site and act in a way that is appropriate. In that light, one thing becomes 
very clear: the heritage interest of a site or object is a result of the value we attach to it, collectively or 
individually. Knowledge and recognition of value are inextricably linked in heritage conservation.

What we recognize as heritage evolves, however, on a daily basis. The definition of heritage is changing 
continually, and growing increasingly broad with time. What was considered uninteresting a generation 
ago can suddenly be important. The best example of this is modern or recent heritage. Place Ville 
Marie (1962) and Habitat 67 (1967), for example, are now part of Montreal’s heritage. “Old” does 
not automatically equal heritage interest and value—nor, incidentally, does “monumental”; witness 
Montrealers’ interest in the duplexes and triplexes of the Plateau Mont-Royal.

Finally, it is important to remember that all too often we recognize our heritage only when it is 
threatened with demolition or disfigurement. Heritage is a precious, non-renewable resource—we only 
lose it once—that lends remarkable quality to our surroundings, most often without our realizing it.

WHAT IS A HERITAGE SITE?   
HOW DO WE DECIDE IF A BUILDING IS A HERITAGE BUILDING?

A site is determined to be a heritage site based on what is referred to as its values.  

Heritage Value: 
The aesthetic, historic, scientific, cultural, social or spiritual importance or significance for past, present 
and future generations. The heritage value of an historic place is embodied in its character-defining 
materials, forms, location, spatial configurations, uses and cultural associations or meanings. 
(Source: Standards and Guidelines, 2010)

Certain values can sometimes come into conflict, some need to be prioritized, and not all values exist for 
all sites. Time can change the perception and the value of buildings depending on the era.  
(Source: Orbasli, 2008)

The values identified and described are drawn from Aylin Orbasli’s work. Orbasli is a British architect 
specialized in architecture conservation. Note that the term “building” used by Orbasli, has been 
replaced by the term “site” in the definitions. For Heritage Montreal, the term “site” encompasses more 
types of heritage, including buildings, monuments, works of art, public spaces, parks, landscapes, views, 
streets, etc.)
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Age and rarity value: Since the passage of time inevitably sees the loss of historic structures, 
the older a structure is, the more value is likely to be attached to it. For example, a historic site 
will be of value because there are few surviving examples and no documented evidence exists. 
Rarity value can also relate to the occurrence of a building type or technique.

Architectural value: The exemplary qualities of design and proportion and the contribution 
that the architecture of a building has made to the quality of the everyday experience is its 
architectural value. In addition, the contribution the building makes to the architectural style 
or period, being the definitive work of a well-regarded architect or the use of pioneering 
building techniques, will also form part of the architectural value. 

Artistic value: An artistic value may also be attributed to a historic building, linked to the 
quality of the craftsmanship or directly to artwork that is integral to the building, such as 
painted murals.

Associative value: The association that a site has with an event or personality in history. 

Cultural value: Buildings provide information on various aspects of a past period, from lifestyle 
to the use of materials, crafts and techniques used in their construction.  

Economic value: The most highly regarded economic benefit of cultural heritage is tourism.  
By the end of the 20th century, tourism had become a principal reason for the conservation 
of the cultural heritage the world over. However, there are also less obvious economic 
values. There is considerable evidence of the built heritage contributing to the character and 
desirability of an area and the resulting increase in property value. 

Educational value: Historic sites and buildings have value in what can be learnt from them, 
with topics including a period of history, a past way of life, social relations or construction 
techniques. There is also an educational value attached to the conservation process itself. 

Emotional value: People who use or visit building may feel an emotional attachment to them 
or be moved by the building as a sense of wonder and respect at the artistic achievements in 
design and craftsmanship. This could range from an emotional attachment to a local site to a 
feeling of amazement at the sight of a great building. 

Historic value: A building or place is not only physical evidence of the past, but may also have 
played a role in history, or is linked to certain events or period in history. The history embodied 
within the building fabric is sometimes the only evidence to an event and life in the past. 

Landscape value: The built heritage is an integral part of the landscape. The appreciation 
and understanding of buildings has to include their context and setting. In some instances, 
buildings and landscapes constitute an integral whole. 

Local distinctiveness: The local distinctiveness providing a unique quality that makes it 
different from anywhere else. This could be the use of locally available materials or certain 
building techniques in the region. 

HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 
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Political value: Sites conservation can be linked to a political decision. Politicians can protect a 
site for its value of cultural heritage or purely in terms of tourism revenues.

Public value: Public spaces in particular will acquire public value, especially if they have been 
the scene of important events. Other places or buildings gain value in the public mind when 
they are threatened with demolition and where the public has put up a fight to save a site. 

Religious/spiritual values: For worshippers, places of worship embody a spriritual meaning 
and value. Not only places of worship, but also pilgrimage routes, natural features and sites 
that were once places of worship are considered to have spiritual and religious value. 

Scientific, research and knowledge value: Whether it is the building techniques employed or 
the materials used, historic buildings have scientific values in terms of the information they 
contain. For example, they will contain technical information on materials. What type of tools 
were used or buildings may also contain evidence from past conservation interventions. This 
value is linked to educational value. 

Social value: The meaning of a historic place to a local community constitutes its social value. 
A local community may take pleasure out of using a local park irrespective of its historic or 
architectural value. A central square may also be valued for its association with events and 
festivals. 

Symbolic value: Erected to commemorate events in history, monuments will have intended 
and symbolic memorial value. The memorial value may change over time through, for example, 
a change of political regime. The symbolic value continues to shift as a new generation no 
longer feels connected to the site. 

Technical value: The technological systems used in the construction of a building and its 
contribution to advancing building technologies at the time constitutes technical value. 
Technical value may also relate to the environmental systems incorporated into the design.

Townscape value: In many instances, it is not the individual attributes of a building, but its 
contribution to a group of buildings, street or townscape that is of value. Buildings cannot be 
treated in isolation from their surroundings or settings. It is often the case that the group value 
is greater than the value of the individual components.

(Orbasli, Aylin. Architectural Conservation: Principles and Practice, Blackwell Publishing, 2008)

HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 
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WHAT IS HERITAGE IN MONTREAL?

Montreal’s Heritage
Montreal is one of North America’s oldest cities, and its heritage is among the richest and most 
diverse of any of them. Few urban centres on the continent bear as many traces of different societies 
and periods: prehistory, French Regime, British era, industrial and financial metropolis, modern city. 
Montreal’s heritage expresses itself in many different ways. Squares and parks, industrial areas, 
residential neighbourhoods and commercial streets are only some examples of the diversity that is very 
much Montreal’s.

This richness is not restricted to the city centre; it is also very evident on the sites of the original villages 
scattered across the island, and in places where built heritage is located near water.

Places like Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, Rivière-des-Prairies, Sainte-Geneviève, Lachine and Sault-au-
Récollet mark different eras of the island’s development. The same holds true for towns on the South 
Shore, the old villages of Île-Jésus (Laval), and the North Shore.
(Source: Toolkit available on www.heritagemontreal.org/en/h-mtl-platform) 

ExAMPLES OF MONTREAL HERITAGE SITES  
 
(Available via Dropbox) 

01- Chic Resto Pop, former presbytery and Saint-Mathias-Apôtre Church © Heritage Montreal
02- Houses on Du Square-Saint-Louis Street © Heritage Montreal
03- Houses on Du Square-Saint-Louis Street © Heritage Montreal
04- Saint-Henri Fire Station © Heritage Montreal
05- Former Redpath Sugar refinery transformed in condos © Heritage Montreal
06- Fenall House, Decelles Avenue, Côte-des-Neiges © Heritage Montreal
07- LaSalle métro station © Heritage Montreal
08- Olympic Stadium © Heritage Montreal
09- Mount Royal, view of the George-Étienne Cartier monument and cross © Heritage Montreal
10- Place Ville Marie © Heritage Montreal
11- Downtown: Saint-George Church, 1250, René-Lévesque Blvd W., SNC-Lavalin & CIBC building © Heritage Montreal
12- Boer War Monument, Dorchester Square © Heritage Montreal
13- Downtown: Windsor Station, 1250 René-Lévesque Blvd W., SNC-Lavalin and CIBC building © Heritage Montreal
14- Farine Five Roses © Heritage Montreal
15- View of Mount Royal and Royal Victoria Hospital © Heritage Montreal
16- Très-Saint-Nom-de-Jésus Church © Jean-François Séguin, photographer
17- Biosphère © Heritage Montreal
18- « Bonheur d’occasion » House in Saint-Henri © Jean-François Séguin, photographer
19- View of McGill College Avenue © Jean-François Séguin, photographer
20- Saint-Joseph Oratory of Mount Royal © Heritage Montreal
21- Workers’ houses, Mullins Street, Pointe-Saint-Charles © Heritage Montreal 
22- Habitat 67 © Heritage Montreal
23- Silo no. 5 © Heritage Montreal
24- Fountain in Outremont Park © Heritage Montreal
25- Fountain in Sir George-Étienne Cartier Park in Saint-Henri © Heritage Montreal
26- Archaeological remains of tanneries in Saint-Henri © Heritage Montreal
27- Westmount Square © Heritage Montreal
28- Dawson College © Heritage Montreal

    29-  Former HEC, now Bibliothèque et archives nationales du Québec © Heritage Montreal
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 HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE VALUES OF A BUILDING ARE?

1) By looking at its characteristics:

Character-defining Elements: 
The materials, forms, location, spatial configurations, uses and cultural associations or meanings that 
contribute to the heritage value of an historic place, which must be retained to preserve its heritage 
value.
(Source: Standards and Guidelines, 2010)

a. What materials is it made of?
b. What is the form and shape of the building?
c. Where is it in the city, town or landscape?
d. How is it used now? How was it used?
e. What is different about it?
f. Does it matter a little or a lot to people in its neighbourhood, why?

2) By finding out about it: 

a. When was it built?
b. Who built it? Who designed it?
c. Who lived or worked there?
d. How is the building different from when it was built? 

 
WHO DECIDES WHAT BUILDINGS ARE HERITAGE BUILDINGS? 

 Citizens: as members of civil society
 Decision-makers: borough/city/province/country
 Actors: professionals (architects, urban planners) owners, promoters

 

HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 
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The values associated with a site make it possible to determine if it has heritage value. In some cases, 
a site can be very important to the population and it is the population that contributes to determining 
its heritage value (for example, citizens mobilizing to prevent the demolition of a modest church in their 
neighbourhood). Professionals and owners can also assess certain sites to determine their value. They 
can then integrate and respect these values in the maintenance of the site or during construction or 
renovation work. 

In other cases, after assessing a site and its value, municipal or government authorities will assign it 
heritage status.

However, not all heritage sites are given protected status by the municipality or the government. A site 
can be considered a heritage site without being protected by law. 
 
IF A BUILDING IS A HERITAGE BUILDING, HOW IS IT “PROTECTED”?

Buildings and sites are evaluated according to the values listed above by the city or the province and 
sometimes by the federal government. If the values of a building are recognized by a government, they 
may give it a particular status. Depending on the kind of status – it can be “classified” or “cited,” for ex-
ample – the owner of the building will have to submit plans for any modifications to the city or province 
for review. This status can help ensure that changes made to a building respect its heritage value. For 
example, the proposed transformation of the Erskine and American Church into the Salle Bourgie by the 
Musée des beaux-arts de Montréal was reviewed by the federal heritage authorities because the church 
had been federally designated.

References
www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=9309
patrimoine.ville.montreal.qc.ca/inventaire/protection.php

However, having a status does not always “protect” a building. There have been a number of buildings 
that have been modified in ways that do not respect their character and quality.  

Some buildings have been successfully restored. Here as some examples:

  Darling Foundry 
  Monastère du Bon-Pasteur
  Notman House

HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 

http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=9309
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http://www.heritagemontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/BonPasteur_Eng.pdf
http://www.heritagemontreal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Notman_House.pdf
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 IF A BUILDING IS A HERITAGE BUILDING,  
WHAT CAN YOU CHANGE ON IT OR IN IT?

A values-based approach to conservation involves the recognition of the diverse range of values and 
responding to their needs through appropriate intervention and management. The role of conservation is 
to preserve and where appropriate enhance values. The concern of conservation is the past, present and 
future of a (site) and involves making balanced judgements in respect of: evidence (history), the present-
day needs and resources available and the future sustainability. (Source: Orbasli, p. 38)

Included in different types of possible modifications 

Restoration:  
The action or process of accurately revealing, recovering or representing the state of an historic place, or 
of an individual component, as it appeared at a particular period in its history, while protecting its heritage 
value.  
(Source: Standards and Guidelines, p. 17, Parks Canada, 2010)

Renovation:   
Process of making changes to objects, especially buildings or other structures, with the intention of im-
proving their physical condition and returning them to a good state of repair.   
(Source: Getty Research Art & Architecture Thesaurus) 

WHY ARE BUILDINGS DEMOLISHED? HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE?
 

 Negligence: the building has value, but is not maintained. 
 Damage: due to fire, a natural disaster, work close by.
 The value is not sufficient to justify its conservation. 

HERITAGE, LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 
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