
 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
The Notre-Dame de Charité du Bon Pasteur community 
settled on the current site of the Monastère du Bon-
Pasteur after the land was donated, in 1846, by Marie-
Amable Foretier (1778–1861), the wife of Denis-Benjamin 
Viger (1774–1861), a prominent politician in Lower 
Canada and the United Canadas. At the time, this land 
was situated beyond the city limits of Montreal, in the 
hamlet1 of Côte-à-Baron established in the 18th century.

It was not until the 1800s that Sherbrooke Street was 
created between Saint-Laurent Boulevard and Saint-
Denis Street. Consequently, most of the buildings were 
erected along this stretch during the first half of the 
19th century.

THE SITE
Bon-Pasteur is one of the rare examples of a 19th-
century French-inspired convent complex still extant. 
The elegant four-storey greystone main building, with 
its gable roof2, housed a public chapel designed by 
Victor Bourgeau, one of the leading architects of the 
time.  

Within these walls, for more than a century, the sisters 
welcomed hundreds of “poor” and “maladjusted” 
young women, teaching them trades and helping them 
reintegrate into society. In 1979, the congregation of 

the Sœurs de Notre-Dame de Charité du Bon-Pasteur 
(Sisters of the Good Shepherd) left their imposing 
monastery and it stood vacant. In recognition of its 
social and architectural heritage, the Bon-Pasteur 
complex was designated a historic monument in 1979 
by the Quebec government.

VALUES 
Historical value
The building bears witness to the history of women’s 
religious communities in Quebec. The Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd of Angers settled in Montreal in 1844. 
Their commitment to looking after young women 
is a testament to the action of women’s religious 
communities in Quebec.

Architectural value
Monastère du Bon-Pasteur, built between 1846 and 
1893, is a representation of the typical architecture of 
19th-century convents. Its design is inspired by Classical 
architecture: simple and sober forms, symmetry, the 
use of cut stone3, and the gable roof. The architects 
who designed the building - John Ostell (1813-1892) and 
Félix Martin (1804-1886), a jesuite - had to follow strict 
rules in order to reproduce the Classical model. In 1896, 
a brick presbytery was added to the complex. 

Historical value related to its location
The monastery, like McGill University a little further 
west, was among the first public institutions established 
along Sherbrooke Street. This location bears witness to 
Montreal’s rapid development in the mid-19th century. 
The donation of the land by politician Denis-Benjamin 
Viger and his wife, Marie-Amable Foretier, also 
contributes to the value of the site
(Source : Répertoire culturel du Québec) 
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KEY FEATURES   
– Its location in the former hamlet of Côte-à-Baron
– Its volume, a central rectangular building and three 

perpendicular wings 
– The material, such as the cut grey limestone 
– Symmetrically arranged windows
– The facade of the chapel with its central gable topped 

by an iron cross, pillars, a triple window and a niche 
with the statue of the Bon Pasteur, all in Roman arches4.

INTERVENTION
Six years after the congregation’s departure, however, 
the building remained abandoned.

The City of Montreal entrusted the repurposing of the 
complex to a young team ready to take up the challenge: 
the Société immobilière du patrimoine architectural 
de Montréal (SIMPA). Instead of approaching the 
reconstruction as a single large project, the team shrewdly 
conceived of several smaller real-estate projects with 
a single overarching vision. This approach ensured the 
successful redevelopment of the various parts of the 
complex, a successful social mix, and a viable financing 
structure. Co-existing within this heritage complex are 
a cultural centre, a daycare centre, a seniors’ residence, 
a concert hall in the converted chapel, a housing co-op, 
offices, and spaces for community groups.

IMPACT
The success of a repurposing project of the scale of the 
Bon-Pasteur project demonstrated the viability of giving 
a second life to large heritage complexes, ensuring the 
preservation of their architectural integrity and allowing 
a wide variety of organizations to benefit from the space 
in an innovative manner.
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NOTES
1. Definition of a hamlet, according to the Canadian Oxford Dictionary (1998): a small village, especially one that is  
    unincorporated. 

2. Gable roof

 

(Source: Glossaire. Vocabulaire de l’architecture québécoise)

3. Cut stone

Bossage Cut stone

Any projection left intentionaly on the  
face of the stonework for ornamental  
purposes.  

Stone which is cut uniformily on all  
its exposed surfaces.

 

(Source: Glossaire. Vocabulaire de l’architecture québécoise)

4. Key features of the facade 

Roof with two straight sloping sides
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1. Niche with statue
2. Triple windows
3. Roman arches
4. Central gable
5. Portal
6. Pillar


